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We may still be in the grip of winter, but signs of spring are beginning to 
show, with daffodils and crocus starting to emerge from their beds. The days 
are growing longer, though not necessarily warmer, and seed catalogs are 
filling mailboxes across the state. It’s an exciting time for those of us who an-
ticipate the return to shorts and sandals after another season of winter wear. 

It’s also an exciting time for Missouri Lawyers Weekly as we celebrate the 
top attorneys in the state with our annual Missouri Lawyers Awards. Our Feb-
ruary issue features influential lawyers, appellate advocates, law firm leaders 
and legal champions as well as Missouri Lawyers Media’s 2024 Lawyer of the 
Year, Micheal Ketchmark of Ketchmark & McCreight. Mike led the trial team 
that won a nearly $1.8 billion verdict against the real estate industry on behalf 
of Missouri buyers and is now pursuing similar litigation on a nationwide basis.  

Our Missouri Lawyers Awards also include the top verdicts and settlements 
of 2023 that were submitted to our database. Senior reporter Scott Lauck 
tracks verdicts, settlements, judgments, arbitration awards and defense wins 
featuring Missouri-licensed attorneys and ranks the top five in each category. 

We also have been gathering information from law firms regarding their new 
partners and have compiled them all in a handy list in our New Partners sec-
tion. Reporter Rasmus S. Jorgensen reports that there were fewer attorneys 
elevated to partner in 2023, especially among women lawyers. In fact, while 
women now outnumber men in law schools, fewer women are making partner 
compared to their male colleagues.

Our monthly POWER list features the top attorneys in appellate law — 
practitioners who have defended or opposed notable jury verdicts and helped 
to set important precedents that shape the law.

Our February issue also includes a special section devoted to the 150th 
anniversary of the Bar Association of Metropolitan St. Louis (BAMSL). Cor-
respondent Laura Warfel tells us about the history of BAMSL, the charitable 
work of the St. Louis Bar Foundation and some of the past presidents of the 
organization. Special thanks go to BAMSL Executive Director Susan McCourt 
Baltz and her team for gathering all of the materials for this commemorative 
section.

 And of course, our February issue includes the latest legal news, opinions, 
verdicts and settlements and opinion columnists that you have come to 
expect each month.

So, as we wait for warmer weather and comfy clothing, please enjoy our 
February issue.

And as always, thank you for your continued support. 

Jordan Yount 
Editor 

jyount@molawyersmedia.com  
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By Scott Lauck 
slauck@molawyersmedia.com

There have been only a handful of 
billion-dollar verdicts in Missouri 
history, and it’s not clear if there 

have ever been two in the same year — 
until 2023.

Those awards — a $1.8 billion verdict 
targeting a standard practice of the real 
estate industry and a $1.56 billion verdict 
involving Monsanto’s Roundup weed kill-
er — lead Missouri Lawyers Media’s list of 
the largest plaintiffs’ wins of last year. 

The two cases are among seven plain-
tiffs’ verdicts, settlements or judgments 
of nine figures or more that appeared 
in our Verdicts & Settlement’s database 
in the previous 12 months. No year has 
seen more than three such outlier wins in 
at least 15 years, and most such cases have 
been achieved through settlement or a 
court-issued judgment, rather than a jury 
trial. 

The last year in which a verdict of more 
than $1 billion topped the list of Missouri 
plaintiffs’ wins was in 2018, with a $4.7 bil-
lion verdict involving Johnson & Johnson 
brand talcum powder. 

While jury wins at the extreme end of 
the scale certainly contributed to the high-
er numbers in 2023, they are only part of 
the story. The median million-dollar plain-
tiff victory tracked by Missouri Lawyers 
Media in 2023 was $5 million, up from $3 
million in both 2022 and 2021. The pre-
vious high was in 2017, at $4.25 million. 
Simply put, there were more high-value 
cases last year than in a typical year.

Naturally, those figures caught the at-
tention of the American Tort Reform 
Foundation, which named St. Louis as No. 
8 on its annual “Judicial Hellholes” list, 
which it said was due to a number of “nu-
clear” verdicts of $10 million or more.

There have been more verdicts that met 
that metric lately — 15 in 2023, up from 
10 the prior year. But the city of St. Louis 

accounted for just three of those $10 mil-
lion-plus verdicts, and just two others 
were in neighboring St. Louis County. 
Another six were in state or federal courts 
in the Kansas City area. The remaining 
four took place in counties that don’t use 
the Nonpartisan Court Plan, which is 
used to select judges in the state’s metro-
politan areas.

That includes the massive verdict 
against Monsanto, which was brought by 

three individuals who claimed that they 
developed cancer from exposure to the 
company’s Roundup weed killer. The ver-
dict occurred in Cole County, which, de-
spite being the seat of state government, is 
essentially a rural venue.

Matthew Clement of Clement, Van 
Ronzelen & Schulte in Jefferson City, 
whose firm took part in the trial along-
side firms from Texas, said Monsanto 
moved its registered agent from St. 
Louis County to Cole County in 2021, 
thereby changing where the case would 
be heard.

“My thought is that Monsanto believed 
it would be a better venue for them in this 
case, which is why they did that,” Clement 
said. “My experience with rural juries is, 
while they can be conservative ... they’re 
going to listen to the evidence, and if a 
big corporation is doing something they 
shouldn’t do, they’re not going to like 
that.”

Monsanto, which denies that its prod-
uct is unsafe, is seeking a new trial or to 
have the award reduced.

Award anomalies
Tim Dollar’s 2023 trial record illus-

trates how outlier verdicts crowded out 
trial victories that would have topped the 
charts in any other year. Dollar, of Dollar 
Burns Becker & Hershewe in Kansas City, 
achieved the sixth and eighth largest jury 
verdicts of 2023 — a $70 million verdict in 
Platte County and a $40 million verdict in 
Jackson County, both in cases involving 
fatal motor vehicle collisions. Had those 

verdicts come down in 2022, they would 
have been the second and fourth largest 
verdicts of the year; in 2021, they would 
have taken first and second place.

He attributed the general trends toward 
large verdicts to the social anxiety jurors 
feel from political polarization, economic 
uncertainty and the pandemic. It’s a coun-
terintuitive argument, Dollar said, noting 
many plaintiffs’ attorneys predicted those 
factors would lead to smaller verdicts issued 
by grumpy jurors forced to sit in a court-
room to hear other people’s problems. 

Instead, juries appear perfectly willing 
to award hefty damages, so long as the 
facts of the case warrant it and the plain-
tiffs’ lawyer frames it properly.

“If you don’t have a case or your liability 
isn’t strong, you’re still not going to get a 
verdict,” Dollar said. “But if your liability 
is good and your facts are good general-
ly, then I think you have the opportuni-
ty to see increased numbers just because 
there’s this generalized stress.”

JURY VERDICTS GO BIG IN 2023
Billion-dollar wins top list of year’s largest litigaiton

TOP V&S

Somebody has got to be to blame. That may be 
the defendant, that may be the plaintiff in the 

case. I think juries want that answer and they want 
somebody to point to.”

– Paula Brown, Scharnhorst Ast Kennard Griffin

Continued on Page 42
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For the defense
On the other side of the ledger, the 

five defense wins that Missouri Lawyers 
Media judged as the largest of the year 
featured multimillion-dollar requests 
that juries shot down. Among them was 
a March trial in Jackson County in which 
the jury denied both a wrongful death 
claim for the family of a man killed in a 
collision with a train, as well as a cross-
claim by the driver of the car in which 
he rode. The wrongful death plaintiff 
sought as much as $7 million, while the 
cross-claimant requested $11.5 million.

“I have to say, 
juries aren’t 
blanching when 
large numbers 
are proposed 
to them,” said 
Paula Brown of 
Scharnhorst Ast 
Kennard Griffin 
in Kansas City, 

who defended Kansas City Southern 
Railway in the case. “But I still get the 
sense that they want to see that number 
supported in some way.”

Brown has been on the receiving end 
of big verdicts as well, including an $11.1 
million verdict in June for the death of 
a man in an apartment fire. Brown said 
the key for defense lawyers is to high-
light what the defendant did correct-
ly, while the plaintiffs’ side argues that 
those efforts fell short. It isn’t enough, 
she said, for defendants to attribute 
whatever happened to a mistake. 

“Somebody has got to be to blame,” 
she said. “That may be the defendant, 
that may be the plaintiff in the case. I 
think juries want that answer and they 
want somebody to point to.”

It’s confidential
Of course, most cases don’t go to tri-

al. Of the 86 $1 million-plus cases in 
this year’s rankings, just over half were 
settlements. The five largest divided 
in a telling way: The two biggest were 
nine-digit class-action settlements in 
federal court, including a $500 million 

DATA 
TRENDS 

An overview from recent years of 
annual V&S rankings reports: 

Single largest plaintiffs’ wins: 
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settlement over a massive data breach at 
T-Mobile.

The other three, ranging in size from 
nearly $24 million to more than $12 
million, were settled confidentially. The 
submitting lawyers withheld details 
such as the parties, the venue and most 
of the facts of the underlying lawsuits.

The three top-ranked cases were 
among 23 con-
fidential set-
tlements of $1 
million or more 
that Missouri 
Lawyers Media 
published in 
2023, constitut-
ing more than 
a quarter of the 
86 cases in this 

year’s rankings. In comparison, just 
nine of 72 large cases in the 2022 rank-
ings were confidential.  

David L. Grebel of Niemeyer, Grebel 
& Kruse in St. Louis was part of the 
third-ranked settlement of the year, a 

$23.7 million confidential settlement 
for a child injured in a boating accident. 
He also was part of the team that won 
the No. 3 jury verdict — a $745 million 
award in St. Charles County against a 
nitrous oxide maker linked to a fatal car 
crash. He also won an $11 million ver-
dict for a man who lost an eye to a pneu-
matic staple gun, though it was reduced 
due to the plaintiff ’s fault.

While those specific results had noth-
ing to do with one another, the preva-
lence of such large verdicts in general is 
likely to hover over settlement negotia-
tions, making quiet and anonymous res-
olutions to cases increasingly attractive. 
That’s particularly the case, Grebel said, 
when the right facts can bring a huge 
verdict even in conservative venues.

“It’s not a surprising result, and I 
think juries are smart enough to get 
that,” Grebel said of his jury verdicts. “I 
guarantee it factors in for the defendants 
when they evaluate cases.”

Reporter Rasmus S. Jorgensen contrib-
uted to this report. ◆

Grebel

Brown

Continued from Page 41
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Top plaintiffs’ verdicts:

1. Burnett v. National 
Association of Realtors et al.

$1.79 billion
A federal jury in Kansas City 

found that the standard home-sell-
ing fees charged by the Nation-
al Association of Realtors and 
several major real estate companies 
amounted to a conspiracy. 

Michael Ketchmark, Benja-
min Fadler and Scott McCreight, 
Ketchmark & McCreight, Kansas 
City; Brandon Boulware and Jer-
emy Suhr, Boulware Law, Kansas 
City; Eric Dirks, Williams Dirks 
Dameron, Kansas City

2. Anderson et al. v. Monsanto 
Company

$1.56 billion
A Cole County jury held that 

Bayer is liable to three individu-
als who alleged their cancer was 
caused by the weed killer Roundup.

Matthew A. Clement, Kari A. 
Schulte and Joshua D. Moore of 
Clement, Van Ronzelen & Schulte, 
Jefferson City

3. Chaplin v. United Brands
$745 million
A St. Louis County jury found 

the maker and distributor of a 
nitrous oxide product liable to 
the family of a woman killed by a 
driver who had passed out after 
abusing the substance.

John M. Simon and John G. 
Simon, The Simon Law Firm, St. 
Louis; David Grebel, Niemeyer, 
Grebel & Kruse, St. Louis

4. K.P. v. Oasis Spa & Massage 
$247.3 million 
A St. Charles County jury found 

a now-closed massage spa liable to 
six women allegedly assaulted by a 
massage therapist. 

Todd Nissenholtz, Cofman 
Townsley, St. Louis

5. Batsell v. Richardson
$75 million
A St. Charles County jury 

awarded $75 million to the family 
of a young man who died when a 
man ran a red light as he fled from 
police.

J.C. Pleban, Pleban & Associ-
ates Law, St. Louis; Grant Boyd, 
The O’Brien Law Firm, St. Louis

Top settlements:

1. In Re: T-Mobile Customer 
Data Security Breach Litigation

$500 million
A federal judge in Kansas City 

resolved a series of suits against cel-
lular provider T-Mobile concerning 
a massive data breach.

Norman E. Siegel, Barrett J. 
Vahle, J. Austin Moore and Jillian 
Dent, Stueve Siegel Hanson, Kan-
sas City; Maureen Brady, McShane 
& Brady, Kansas City

2. Rogowski v. State Farm Life 
Insurance 

$325 million
A federal judge in Kansas City 

approved a settlement for a class 
of policyholders who alleged they 

were overcharged for life insurance. 
Norman E. Siegel, Bradley T. 

Wilders, Lindsay T. Perkins and 
Ethan M. Lange and David Hick-
ey, Stueve Siegel Hanson, Kansas 
City; John J. Schirger and Joseph 
M. Feierabend, Schirger Feiera-
bend, Kansas City

3. Confidential boat crash 
settlement

$23.71 million
The agreement helps a then-

9-month-old boy who suffered a 
severe traumatic brain injury in a 
boating accident.

Richard M. Elias, Elias LLC, St. 
Louis; Mark R. Niemeyer and Da-
vid L. Grebel, Niemeyer, Grebel, & 
Kruse, St. Louis

4. Confidential wrongful death 
settlement

$16 million  
A trucking company and a tire 

service company agreed to the 
settlement with the family of a man 
killed by a stray wheel on a rural 
Missouri highway. 

Mark Emison, Kent Emison 
and Alex Thrasher, Langdon & 
Emison, Lexington

5. Confidential truck crash 
settlement

$12.25 million 
The settlement resolved a suit 

filed after a truck struck the rear 
of a car stopped in a construction 
zone.

Robert D. Curran, Curran Law 
Firm, Springfield

Top V&S wins of 2023 
Missouri Lawyers Media tracks 

verdicts, settlements, judg-
ments, arbitration awards 

and defense wins featuring Missouri-

licensed attorneys. The following are 
the largest cases finalized in Missouri 
courts that we reported for calendar 
year 2023. 

We will honor the attorneys in 
these cases as part at the 2024 Missouri 
Lawyers Awards on Thursday, Feb. 15 at 
the Missouri Athletic Club in St. Louis. 
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Top judgments:

1. Sanders v. Mackey
$100 million
A Greene County entered the mas-

sive judgment against a man convicted 
of the beating death of his girlfriend.

Robert Palmer and Eric Jensen, 
Sifers Jensen Palmer, Springfield 

2. Metron LLC and NKC Lofts LLC 
v. Watson

$8.72 million
A Clay County judge confirmed 

an arbitration award entered after the 
part-owners of a historic apartment 
building accused their partner of de-
frauding them.

Jerome E. Brant, Travis A. Wy-
more, Landon W. Magnusson and 
Larry D. Harman, Withers, Brant, 
Igoe & Mullennix, Liberty; Brian 
Smith, Smith Law Group, Shawnee, 
Kansas

3. Maddock v. Byrd 
$5.1 million
This was the largest of a series of 

settlements reached throughout the 
state in the last two years intended to 
help plaintiffs recover from the state’s 
Tort Victims’ Compensation Fund.

Amanda Murphy, Luke Dalton, 
Tim Tryniecki, Jason Guerra, Chris 
Saracino and Brandon Rahimi, Gold-
blatt + Singer, St. Louis

4. Kilroy Was Here LLC v. Starr 
Indemnity & Liability Co.

$3.025 million 
The judgment against an insurer 

followed years of litigation over a tent 
collapse during a severe storm after a 
St. Louis Cardinals game.

Todd Muchnick and Aaron Haber, 
Muchnick Haber Margolis, Clayton; 
Brent Martin, St. Peters; Gregory 
Shevlin, Cook, Bartholomew, Shevlin, 
Cook & Jones, Belleville, Illinois; 
David Zevan and Anna Haber, Zevan 
Davidson Roman, St. Louis

Top defense wins:

1. Jane Doe v. Phoenix 4 LLC
$60 million jury request
A St. Louis County jury cleared 

a batting cage center for the alleged 
abuse of a teenage softball player 
whose team practiced at the facility.

John Schultz, Michael Bub and 
Sarah Washburn, Franke Schultz & 
Mullen, Kansas City

2. Gordon v. Monsanto Company
$36 million jury request
Following a five-week trial, St. Louis 

County jury found Monsanto’s Round-
up herbicide was not to blame for the 
plaintiff ’s non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma

Christine Miller, Husch Blackwell, 
St. Louis

3. Kluge v. American Honda Motor 
Co.

$30 million jury request
A St. Louis County jury said a car 

manufacturer was not liable for a man’s 
injuries when his car slid under an 
SUV.

Carl J. Pesce and Benjamin S. Har-
ner, Thompson Coburn, St. Louis

4. Alexander v. N&R of South 
Kansas City LLC et al.

$25 million jury request
A Jackson County jury found a 

nursing home not liable for the death 
of a patient who developed a pressure 
ulcer.

Matthew Merrill and Elizabeth 
Moeller, Sandberg Phoenix & von 
Gontard, Kansas City

5. Heishman v. The Kansas City 
Southern Railway Company

$3 million to $7 million jury request 
from plaintiff, $11.5 million from 
cross-claimant

A Jackson County jury turned aside 
a wrongful death claim for the death 
of a man killed in a collision with a 
freight train, as well as a cross-claim by 
the driver of the car in which he rode.

Sean Hamer and Paula Brown, 
Scharnhorst Ast Kennard Griffin, 
Kansas City 

TOP V&S
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1 V $1,785,310,872 10-31-23 Real Estate WDMO
Burnett v. National Association 
of Realtors

Michael Ketchmark, Benjamin Fadler and Scott McCreight, Ketchmark & McCreight, Kansas City; Brandon Boulware 
and Jeremy Suhr, Boulware Law, Kansas City; Eric Dirks, Williams Dirks Dameron, Kansas City

2 V $1,560,000,000 11-17-23 Product Liability Cole
Anderson et al. v. Monsanto 
Company

Matthew A. Clement, Kari A. Schulte and Joshua D. Moore of Clement, Van Ronzelen & Schulte, Jefferson City; 
Bart Rankin, Jay Utley, Ben Kelly, Joanna Raines McKinney and Joshua Richardson, Forrest Weldon, Dallas, Texas; 
McAlan Duncan, Matthew Stubbs and Benjamin Browder, Duncan Stubbs, Dallas, Texas

3 V $745,000,000 09-08-23 Wrongful Death St. Louis County Chaplin v. United Brands
John M. Simon and John G. Simon, The Simon Law Firm, St. Louis; David Grebel, Niemeyer, Grebel & Kruse, St. 
Louis

4 S $500,000,000 06-29-23 Business/Commercial WDMO
In Re: T-Mobile Customer Data 
Security Breach Litigation

Norman E. Siegel, Barrett J. Vahle, J. Austin Moore and Jillian Dent, Stueve Siegel Hanson, Kansas City; Maureen 
Brady, McShane & Brady, Kansas City; Cari Campen Laufenberg, Keller Rohrback, Seattle, Washington; James J. 
Pizzirusso, Hausfeld LLP; Washington, D.C.

5 S $325,000,000 04-04-23 Insurance WDMO
Rogowski v. State Farm Life 
Insurance 

Norman E. Siegel, Bradley T. Wilders, Lindsay T. Perkins and Ethan M. Lange and David Hickey, Stueve Siegel Hanson, 
Kansas City; John J. Schirger and Joseph M. Feierabend, Schirger Feierabend, Kansas City

6 V $247,300,000 06-30-23 Personal Injury St. Charles K.P. et al. v. Oasis Spa & Massage Todd Nissenholtz, Cofman Townsley, St. Louis

7 J $100,000,000 02-09-23 Wrongful Death Greene Sanders v. Mackey Robert Palmer and Eric Jensen, Sifers Jensen Palmer, Springfield 

8 V $75,000,000 11-15-23 Wrongful Death St. Charles Batsell v. Richardson J.C. Pleban, Pleban & Associates Law, St. Louis; Grant Boyd, The O’Brien Law Firm, St. Louis

9 V $70,000,000 07-27-23
Motor Vehicle 
Collision; Wrongful 
Death

Platte Cosgrove v. McWhirt Tim Dollar and Lauren Dollar, Dollar Burns Becker & Hershewe, Kansas City; John E. Turner, Turner & Sweeny, Kansas City 

10 V $65,000,000 03-06-23
Motor Vehicle 
Collision

Clay Pannell v. United Parcel Service Inc. Louis C. Accurso, Burt Haigh and Matt Larsen, The Accurso Law Firm, Kansas City

11 V $40,000,000 11-01-23
Motor Vehicle 
Collision; Wrongful 
Death

Jackson Mabie v. Mason Tim Dollar and Jordan Dollar, Dollar, Burns, Becker & Hershewe, Kansas City

12 V $37,067,9861 08-03-23 Insurance WDMO
Maxus Metropolitan LLC v. Travelers 
Property Casualty Company of 
America

Michael J. Abrams, Kim Winter, Associates Alana M. McMullin, Maddie Sanders, Noah Nash, and Brad Johnson, Lathrop 
GPM, Kansas City

13 S $23,710,000 08-17-23 Product Liability Confidential Confidential Richard M. Elias, Elias LLC, St. Louis; Mark R. Niemeyer and David L. Grebel, Niemeyer, Grebel, & Kruse, St. Louis

14 S $16,000,000 01-23-23
Motor Vehicle 
Collision; Wrongful 
Death

Clinton Confidential Mark Emison, Kent Emison and Alex Thrasher, Langdon & Emison, Lexington

15 V $15,000,000 03-15-23 Wrongful Death St. Louis City Love v. Osage Marine Services Inc. Patrick Bader and Jacob Murov, Bader & Murov, St. Louis

16 S $12,250,000 01-27-23
Motor Vehicle 
Collision; Wrongful 
Death

Confidential Confidential Robert D. Curran, Curran Law Firm, Springfield

17 V $11,109,418 06-30-23 Wrongful Death Jackson Trotter v. Lealan Homes LLC Scott R. Ast and Paula L. Brown, Scharnhorst Ast Kennard Griffin, Kansas City

18 V $11,000,0002 03-10-23 Product Liability St. Louis City 
Wilkinson v. Stanley Fastening 
Systems

David L. Grebel, Mark Niemeyer, Michael Kruse and Patrick Hamacher, Niemeyer, Grebel & Kruse, St. Louis

19 S $10,850,000 03-09-23 Product Liability WDMO Yoakum v. Genuine Parts Company
Bryan White and William Carr, White Graham Buckley & Carr, Independence; Thomas Bender and Dirk Hubbard, Horn, 
Aylward & Bandy, Kansas City; Clayton Jones, Raymore

20 S $10,500,000 02-01-23 Medical Malpractice WDMO Rossignol v. United States of America Laurie Higginbotham, National Trial Law, Austin, Texas 

21 V $10,000,000 01-27-23 Insurance St. Louis City 
Adams v. Certain Underwriters of 
Lloyd's London

James D. O’Leary Jr., O’Leary, Shelton, Corrigan, Peterson, Dalton & Quillin, St. Louis; Matthew P. O’Grady, OnderLaw, 
St. Louis

21 V $10,000,000 06-07-23
Motor Vehicle 
Collision

St. Louis County
Jentsch v. Midwest Elevator 
Company

Chris Finney, Alex Ledbetter and Ryan Campbell, Finney Injury Law, Brentwood

21 V $10,000,000 08-09-23 Wrongful Death Cass Miller et al. v. Ramirez Gudino Andrew J. Gelbach, Warrensburg; Wm. Dirk Vandever, Popham Law Firm, Kansas City

24 J $10,000,0003 12-18-23 Wrongful Death Texas Estate of Peterman v. Nugent Zane A. Privette and Bailey M. Privette, Privette Law Office, Willow Springs

24 V $9,495,2264 09-21-23 Contracts Jackson
Sheldon v. Kansas City Life Insurance 
Company

Patrick J. Stueve, Ethan Lange, David Hickey and Lindsay Todd Perkins, Stueve Siegel Hanson, Kansas City; Joseph Michael 
Feierabend, Matthew W. Lytle and John J. Schirger, Miller Schirger, Kansas City

25 V $9,040,000 09-21-23
Motor Vehicle 
Collision; Wrongful 
Death

Henry Bush v. Lutman
Andrew J. Gelbach, Warrensburg; Wm. Dirk Vandever, Popham Law Firm, Kansas City; Mark Emison and Alex Thrasher, 
Langdon & Emison, Lexington and Kansas City

26 S $8,775,000 05-09-23
Motor Vehicle 
Collision; Wrongful 
Death

Johnson
Johnson v. Thomas Farms & 
Trucking LLC

J.J. Burns and Tim Dollar, Dollar Burns Becker & Hershewe, Kansas City

27 J $8,720,001 01-12-23 Real Estate Clay
Metron LLC and NKC Lofts LLC v. 
Watson

Jerome E. Brant, Travis A. Wymore, Landon W. Magnusson and Larry D. Harman, Withers, Brant, Igoe & Mullennix, 
Liberty; Brian Smith, Smith Law Group, Shawnee, Kansas

28 V $8,344,574 09-18-23 Insurance St. Louis County
Charlie Gitto's From the Hill v. 
SECURA Insurance Company

James F. Monafo, Shmuli Shumand and Sydney Miller, Husch Blackwell, St. Louis

29 S $8,300,000 01-16-23 Product Liability Confidential Confidential William L. Carr and Bryan T. White, White, Graham, Buckley & Carr, Independence

n TOP PLAINTIFFS’ WINS IN 2023
Rank Type Value Date Type of Action Venue Caption Plaintiffs’ Attorneys
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n TOP PLAINTIFFS’ WINS IN 2023 (cont.)
Rank Type Value Date Type of Action Venue Caption Plaintiffs’ Attorneys

30 S $7,500,000 09-07-23 Wrongful Death Randolph Herring et al. v. City of Moberly
Amanda Murphy and Shaun Falvey, Goldblatt + Singer, Clayton; Joan Lockwood, Gray Ritter Graham, St. Louis; Brent 
Martin, Farrell & Martin, St. Peters

31 S $7,000,000 03-01-23 Product Liability Confidential Confidential Chandler Gregg and Nick Smart, Strong-Garner-Bauer, Springfield

31 S $7,000,000 06-01-23 Wrongful Death Confidential Confidential
Josh Becker, Dollar Burns Becker & Hershewe , Kansas City; Reginald Stockman, Stockman Law Firm, Kansas City; Mark 
Emison, Langdon & Emison, Kansas City

33 V $6,981,1625 06-27-23 Employment St. Louis City Spivey v. St. Louis Public Schools Julianne Germinder and Tony Relys, TGH Litigation, Columbia 

34 S $6,500,000 09-14-23
Motor Vehicle 
Collision

Jefferson Confidential Andrew G. Mundwiller and Zane T. Cagle, The Cagle Law Firm, St. Louis; Derrick Good, Thurman Law Firm, Hillsboro

34 S $6,500,000 03-23-23 Personal Injury Confidential Confidential J.C. Pleban, Pleban & Associates, St. Louis; Kevin Carnie, The Simon Law Firm, St. Louis

36 S $6,270,000 08-29-23
Motor Vehicle 
Collision

Boone Day v. ASM Enterprises Todd Muchnick, Muchnick Haber Margolis, St. Louis

37 $5,500,000 05-25-23 Employment WDMO
Lipari-Williams v. Penn National 
Gaming Inc.

George A. Hanson, Alexander T. Ricke and Caleb Wagner, Stueve Siegel Hanson, Kansas City; Ryan L. McClelland and 
Michael J. Rahmberg, McClelland Law Firm, Liberty

38 V $5,330,000 04-06-23 Business/Commercial Jackson
Racket Merchandise Co. v. 718 
Grand LLC

Brandon Boulware and Jeremy Suhr, Boulware Law, Kansas City

39 $5,320,000 10-10-23 Consumer Protection St. Louis City Perry v. Schnuck Markets Inc. Adam Goffstein, Goffstein Law, St. Louis; Daniel Orlowsky, Orlowsky Law, St. Louis

40 J $5,100,000 03-01-23 Wrongful Death St. Louis City Maddock v. Byrd
Amanda Murphy, Luke Dalton, Tim Tryniecki, Jason Guerra, Chris Saracino and Brandon Rahimi, Goldblatt + Singer, St. 
Louis

41 V $5,000,0006 01-13-23 Medical Malpractice St. Louis City Pyzyk v. Robinson Kevin M. Carnie Jr. and Patrick McPhail, The Simon Law Firm, St. Louis

41 S $5,000,000 02-14-23 Premises Liability Jackson Confidential Brett Coppage, Edelman & Thompson, Kansas City

41 S $5,000,000 03-09-23
Motor Vehicle 
Collision

Confidential Confidential James O’Leary and James Corrigan of O’Leary, Shelton, Corrigan, Peterson, Dalton & Quillin in St. Louis

41 S $5,000,000 04-10-23
Civil Rights; Wrongful 
Death

Jackson McGee v. Pifer Tom Porto, The Popham Law Firm, Kansas City

41 S $5,000,000 08-04-23 Personal Injury Jackson
Doe v. Appliance Warehouse of 
America Inc.

Nick Hillyard and Samuel M. Wendt, Wendt Law Firm, Kansas City 

46 S $4,914,000 06-13-23 Civil Rights EDMO Street v. City of St. Louis Javad Khazaeli, James Wyrsch and Jack Waldron, Khazaeli Wyrsch, St. Louis; Alicia Campbell, Campbell Law, St. Louis

47 S $4,784,399 01-27-23
Motor Vehicle 
Collision; Wrongful 
Death

Confidential Confidential Mike Quillin and Jim Corrigan, O’Leary, Shelton, Corrigan Peterson, Dalton & Quillin, St. Louis

48 S $4,500,000 02-06-23 Personal Injury Confidential Confidential Tim Dollar and Jordan Dollar, Dollar Burns Becker & Hershewe, Kansas City

49 S $4,000,000 03-15-23 Personal Injury Confidential Confidential Chandler Gregg and Nick Smart, Strong-Garner-Bauer, Springfield; Jason Pottenger, Pottenger Law Firm, Kansas City

50 V $3,961,7997 10-17-23 Medical Malpractice Jackson
Hicks v. Metro Emergency Physicians 
LLC

Stephen Gorny, Gorny Dandurand, Kansas City; Thomas Koelling, Kansas City

51 V $3,942,200 08-01-23 Wrongful Death Madison Duffell v. Offsets Recreation LLC Matthew Devoti and Matthew Casey, Casey, Devoti & Brockland, St. Louis

52 S $3,785,928 10-02-23
Motor Vehicle 
Collision

Cass Confidential Shawn Foster, TJ Preuss and Nick Schmiemeier, Preuss | Foster, Leawood, Kansas

53 S $3,250,000 04-05-23 Civil Rights EDMO Webb v. City of Maplewood
Nathaniel Carroll, Maureen Hanlon, John Waldron and Blake Strode, ArchCity Defenders, St. Louis; Andrea R. Gold, Tycko 
& Zavareei, Washington, D.C.; Ryan Keane, Keane Law, St. Louis

54 V $3,135,6898 10-05-23 Employment Jackson Khoshneviszadeh v. Sam's West Inc.
Phillip M. Murphy II, Law Office of Phillip M. Murphy II, Kansas City; Doug L. Carter and John McCoy, Law Offices of 
Douglas L. Carter, Kansas City 

55 J $3,025,000 04-28-23 Insurance St. Louis City 
Kilroy Was Here LLC v. Starr 
Indemnity & Liability Co.

Todd Muchnick and Aaron Haber, Muchnick Haber Margolis, Clayton; Brent Martin, St. Peters; Gregory Shevlin, Cook, 
Bartholomew, Shevlin, Cook & Jones, Belleville, Illinois; David Zevan and Anna Haber, Zevan Davidson Roman, St. Louis

56 V $3,000,0009 10-19-23 Personal Injury St. Louis City Morton v. CosmicBluz LLC Morgan Murphy and David Zevan, Zevan Davidson Roman, St. Louis

57 V $2,928,771 09-05-23 Wrongful Death WDMO Williams v. United States of America Amanda Blackwood and James Montee, Montee Law Firm, St. Joseph

58 S $2,500,000 03-14-23 Wrongful Death Lafayette
Lesmeister v. Marshall Municipal 
Utilities

Todd Johnson, Votava Nantz & Johnson, Kansas City

59 V $2,407,318 09-27-23 Business/Commercial Jackson
North Kansas City Hotel Corporation 
v. Patel

TK Smith, Ken Barnes and Cody Frohman, Barnes Law Firm, Kansas City

60 V $2,352,083 09-01-23 Product Liability St. Charles Durham v. Lightfire Holdings LLC Rik N. Siro, Siro Smith Dickson, Kansas City; Sara B. Craig, Peiffer Wolf Carr Kane Conway & Wise, San Francisco, California

61 V $2,348,338 10-31-23 Medical Malpractice Greene
Weiland as Next Friend for K.L. v. 
Mercy Clinic Springfield Communities

Roger Johnson and Scott Vorhees, Johnson, Vorhees & Martucci, Joplin

62 S $2,250,000 08-07-23
Motor Vehicle 
Collision

St. Louis County Confidential Tarun B. Rana, Rana Law Group, St. Louis

63 V $2,000,000 03-03-23 Product Liability St. Louis City 
Hutchins v. Elan Chemical Company 
Inc.

Jake Plattenberger, Steve Davis and Eric Cracken, TorHoerman Law, Chicago; Jack Garvey, Branstetter Stranch & Jennings, 
St. Louis 

63 S $2,000,000 05-01-23
Motor Vehicle 
Collision

Jasper Confidential Nick Smart, Strong-Garner-Bauer, Springfield

63 S $2,000,000 05-22-23 Real Estate Jackson
Simpson v. Cloverleaf Apartments 
Investors LLC

Greg Leyh, Andrea M. Knernschield and Nicholas Leyh, Gregory Leyh PC, Kansas City

TOP V&S
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n TOP PLAINTIFFS’ WINS IN 2023 (cont.)
Rank Type Value Date Type of Action Venue Caption Plaintiffs’ Attorneys

63 V $2,000,000 10-20-23 Real Estate St. Louis County
Energy Marketing 709 LLC v. City of 
Chesterfield

Gene Brockland, Brad Goss and Christopher Miller, Amundsen Davis, St. Louis

67 V $1,600,000 12-06-23
Motor Vehicle 
Collision

St. Louis County Langley v. Jones Andrew G. Mundwiller, The Cagle Law Firm, St. Louis; R. Mark Taneyhill, Schwartz & Schwartz, Wilmington, Delaware

68 S $1,535,556 08-28-23
Motor Vehicle 
Collision

Iron
Castillo v. Big Springs Medical 
Association Inc.

Kevin J. Roach, Law Offices of Kevin J. Roach, St. Louis

69 V $1,513,48410 01-06-23 Civil Rights Jackson
D.W. v. Hogan Preparatory 
Academy Inc.

Daniel Curry and Sarah Brown, Brown & Curry, Kansas City

70 S $1,445,000 01-02-23 Wrongful Death St. Charles Confidential Michael J. Dalton Jr., O’Leary, Shelton, Corrigan, Peterson, Dalton & Quillin, St. Louis

71 S $1,400,000 10-12-23
Motor Vehicle 
Collision

Livingston Harbert v. Foster John M. Simon and Jared Waldhoff, The Simon Law Firm, St. Louis

72 S $1,300,000 05-02-23
Motor Vehicle 
Collision

Greene Confidential Randy Reichard, Lowther Johnson Attorneys at Law, Springfield

73 V $1,265,000 05-23-23
Motor Vehicle 
Collision

St. Louis County Gray v. Caraballo John M. Simon and Megan Crowe, The Simon Law Firm, St. Louis 

74 S $1,250,000 02-17-23
Motor Vehicle 
Collision

St. Louis County Pisarski v. Silverman Michael J. Dalton Jr., O’Leary, Shelton, Corrigan, Peterson, Dalton & Quillin, St. Louis

74 S $1,250,000 02-22-23
Motor Vehicle 
Collision

St. Louis County Confidential Gary Burger, Burger Law, St. Louis; Julie Siegel, Siegel Injury Law, St. Louis

74 V $1,250,000 10-20-23 Product Liability St. Louis City Durnell v. Monsanto Company
Wylie Blair, Greg Pals and Scott Sifton, OnderLaw, St. Louis; Roe Frazer, Trey Frazer and Grant LaBar, Frazer Law Firm, 
Nashville, Tennessee; Isaac Conner, Manson Johnson Conner, Nashville, Tennessee

77 S $1,170,000 09-15-23
Motor Vehicle 
Collision; Wrongful 
Death

Putnam Hydorn v. S.T. David Welder, Norris Keplinger Hicks & Welder, Leawood, Kansas

78 S $1,100,000 10-03-23
Motor Vehicle 
Collision

St. Charles Elkin v. Ritzer Brent Labovitz; Labovitz Law Firm, St. Louis

79 S $1,066,810 01-23-23
Motor Vehicle 
Collision

Jackson Confidential Laurie L. Del Percio, The Horn Law Firm, Independence

80 S $1,050,000 04-13-23 Securities FINRA Confidential David B. Cosgrove and Max Simpson, Cosgrove Law Group, St. Louis

81 S $1,000,000 05-25-23 Contracts Franklin
Schuenke v. Community Fire 
Protection District

J.C. Pleban and C. John Pleban; Pleban & Associates Law, St. Louis

81 S $1,000,000 01-27-23 Personal Injury Confidential Confidential Ryan D. Frazier, Monsees & Mayer, Springfield

81 V $1,000,000 02-09-23 Medical Malpractice St. Louis County
Avilez v. Mercy Clinic East 
Communities

Morgan Murphy and Rachel Roman, Zevan Davidson Roman, St. Louis

81 S $1,000,000 02-28-23 Wrongful Death Confidential Confidential
Michael J. Dalton Jr. and James D. O’Leary Jr., O’Leary, Shelton, Corrigan, Peterson, Dalton & Quillin, St. Louis; Chris Dixon, 
The Dixon Injury Firm, St. Louis

81 S $1,000,000 06-08-23 Medical Malpractice Jackson Weems v. Logan Wes Shumate and Kevin Buchanan, Davis Bethune & Jones, Kansas City 

81 S $1,000,000 09-08-23
Motor Vehicle 
Collision

Clay Stutzman v. JMT Services Kevin J. Roach, Law Offices of Kevin J. Roach, St. Louis

Demand Offer Claimed 
Damages

Jury 
Request

Award to 
Plaintiff

Award to 
Defense Venue Date Type of Action Caption Defense Attorneys

$10,00,000 $4,50,000
$1,145,000 to 
$1,571,000

$23,00,000 $500,0001 Perry 26-01-2023 Personal injury Cain v. Reisenbichler
William Thomas and Ben Warren, Gausnell, O’Keefe & 
Thomas, St. Louis

$9,80,000 $40,000 $10,00,000 $32,50,000 $0 St. Louis County 27-01-2023 Personal injury
Taylor v. Selsor Design and 
Construction LLC

Jeffrey Lester, Watters Wolf Bub & Hansmann, St. Louis

$13,18,453 $78,18,453 $13,383 EDMO 27-01-2023 Business/commercial
Pinebrook Holdings LLC v. 
Narup

Matt Vianello and Joe Jacobson, Jacobson Press, Clayton

$1,01,72,137 $0 Camden 01-02-2023 Insurance
Ash v. General Casualty 
Company of Wisconsin

Aaron French and Katrina Smeltzer, Sandberg Phoenix 
& von Gontard, St. Louis and Kansas City; Michael 
McDorman, McDorman Law Office, Lake Ozark

$17,93,090 $0 Clay 09-02-2023
Medical malpractice, 
wrongful death

Janeczko v. Meritas Health 
Corporation

Brian Malkmus and Debra Gullett, Malkmus Law Firm, 
Springfield

$18,00,000 $4,00,000 $13,00,000 $20,00,000 $0 St. Louis County 10-03-2023 Insurance
Megown v. Auto Club Family 
Insurance Company

David Bub and Tyler Finnegan, Watters Wolf Bub 
Hansmann, St. Louis

1. Includes $2,739,365 in attorneys’ fees, $6,451,454 in prejudgment interest
2. 30% fault to plaintiff. Net judgment of $7,700,000 
3. Judgment submitted after deadline for Top V&S consideration
4. Reduced to $4,095,898 due to duplicative damages
5. Includes $841,163 in attorneys’ fees

6. Reduced to $801,061 by noneconomic damage cap 
7. Reduced to $926,249.85 by noneconomic damage cap 
8. �Includes $270,088 in attorneys’ fees and costs. Reduced to $1,640,330 by noneconomic damage cap
9. 45% fault to plaintiff. Net judgment of $1.65 million 
10. Includes $563,484 in attorneys’ fees and costs

TOP V&S
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$9,75,000 $40,000

$3,000,000 to 
$7,000,000 
for plaintiff, 
$11,500,000 
for 
crossclaimant

$0 Jackson 22-03-2023 Personal injury
Heishman v. The Kansas City 
Southern Railway Company

Sean Hamer and Paula Brown, Scharnhorst Ast Kennard 
Griffin, Kansas City 

$10,51,000 $0 Boone 07-04-2023 Medical malpractice
Perrigo v. Mid-Missouri 
Anesthesiologists Inc.

Gregory Minana and Mary Mullen, Husch Blackwell, 
St. Louis

$6,458,0022 St. Louis County 14-04-2023 Employment Caldwell v. UniFirst Corporation
James Paul, Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & Stewart, 
St. Louis

$7,50,000 $15,00,000 $0 St. Louis County 27-04-2023 Premises liability Holster v. Schnuck Markets Inc.
Ryan Turnage, Schnuck Markets, St. Louis; Victor Essen 
and Debbie Champion, Rynearson, Suess, Schnurbusch & 
Champion, St. Louis

$3,60,00,000 $0 St. Louis County 23-05-2023 Product liability Gordon v. Monsanto Company
Christine Miller, Husch Blackwell, St. Louis; Katherine 
Hacker and Mark Ouweleen, Bartlit Beck, Denver and 
Chicago

$3,00,00,000 $0 St. Louis County 22-06-2023 Product liability
Kluge v. American Honda 
Motor Co.

Carl J. Pesce and Benjamin S. Harner, Thompson 
Coburn, St. Louis; Kurt C. Kern, Nelson Mullins Riley & 
Scarborough, Dallas, Texas 

$3,95,000 $0
$1,000,000 
to 
$2,000,000

$0 St. Louis County 09-08-2023 Medical malpractice Kaschner v. Duddy
David Perron and Philip Willman, Brown & James, St. Louis; 
William Magrath and Riley Brown, Lashly & Baer, St. Louis

$9,00,000 $1,25,000 $15,00,000 $0 St. Louis County 31-08-2023 Property damage
Union Club 770 LLC v. Boyer Fire 
Protection LLC

Gary Snodgrass, Nicholas Meriage and Andrew Corkery, 
Pitzer Snodgrass, St. Louis

$6,00,00,000 $0 St. Louis County 14-09-2023 Premises liability Doe v. Phoenix 4 LLC
John Schultz, Michael Bub and Sarah Washburn, Franke 
Schultz & Mullen, Kansas City

$20,00,000 $26,00,000 $52,00,000 $0 St. Louis County 20-10-2023 Medical malpractice
O'Connell v. Orthopedic 
Specialists PC

David Ellington and Halle Dimar, Brown & James, St. 
Louis

$1,000,000 
to $350,000

$1,75,000 $2,50,00,000 $0 Jackson 21-11-2023 Medical malpractice
Alexander v. N&R of South 
Kansas City LLC 

Matthew Merrill and Elizabeth Moeller, Sandberg 
Phoenix & von Gontard, Kansas City

$60,00,000 $85,000 $0 St. Charles 07-12-2023 Premises liability Cox v. GTB Management LLC

Katelyn L. Gannon and Robert J. Wulff, Evans & Dixon, 
St. Louis; Jacqueline M. Kinder, Watters Wolf Bub 
Hansmann, St. Louis; C. Zach Vaughn, Wiedner & 
McAuliffe, St. Louis 

Demand Offer Claimed 
Damages

Jury 
Request

Award to 
Plaintiff

Award to 
Defense Venue Date Type of Action Caption Defense Attorneys

1. Plaintiff assessed 75% of fault. Net judgment of $125,000. 2. Verdict vacated after trial

TOP V&S

Big wins from beyond Missouri courts
Missouri Lawyers Media welcomes 

submissions from Missouri attorneys 
who won cases all over the country. 
Although they aren’t included in our 
annual rankings, here are some of the 
significant cases we tracked from out-
side the state in 2023:

• Steven Groves and Stephanie Black 
of Groves Powers in St. Louis, along-
side attorneys from Chicago, won a $25 
million verdict in Illinois for a railyard 
worker who lost a leg while trying to 
board a moving train. The award was 
reduced to $18.75 million due to the 
plaintiff ’s fault.

• Attorneys from Humphrey, Farrington 
& McClain in Independence had two 

significant arbitration wins in Kansas. 
Colin McClain, Ken McClain and 
Timothy Kingsbury won $19.5 million 
(reduced to $15.6 million by compara-
tive fault) for a man who was paralyzed 
at a trampoline facility. Ken McClain 
and Paul D. Anderson won 31 separate 
claims against a car dealership, result-
ing in $14.8 million in damages for cus-
tomers whose information was misstat-
ed on their credit applications.

• Andrew C. Robb of Robb & Robb in 
Kansas City achieved a $15 million set-
tlement for the deaths of a woman and 
four teenagers whose plane crashed in 
North Carolina while returning from a 
hunting trip.

• JJ Burns and Josh Becker of Dollar, 
Burns, Becker & Hershewe in Kansas 
City obtained a $10 million confidential 
settlement for an Arkansas woman in-
jured in a rural Kansas truck crash that 
killed her husband. From the same firm, 
Tim Dollar and Jordan Dollar achieved 
a $9 million settlement for a bicyclist 
who suffered a traumatic brain injury 
when he was struck by a vehicle on a 
Kansas road.

• Sophie Zavaglia and Christina Ewers 
of SWMW Law in St. Louis won a $9.7 
million verdict from a Wisconsin jury on 
behalf of a woman who died from child-
hood exposure to asbestos fibers on her 
father’s work clothes.
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